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Rental Agreements

While most are counting days to Christmas, the rest of us are looking
at the calendar trying to wrap up end of the year business items
before the year is over. Here are some useful links in making some of
those decisions.
Rental Arrangements: https://agmanager.info/farm-
management/land-rental-rates/forms
Regardless of hunting, pastures, sheds, crop land by share, or cash
rent the appropriate form to get the lease in writing can be found
here. Some documents are lengthy because they explain the facets
of a lease in detail, but scroll to the end to find an easy to use
template.

Land Renting

What is land renting for? This publication was made available in late
September with estimates for 2023. This is useful information, but
how you feel about it depends on being the land owner or the
tenant. These are based on National Ag Statistic Surveys and when
comparing counties, you can see some disparity in the numbers. The
2023 rates are considerably higher than 2022 and subsequent
years. The drought has not loosened and when looking at budgets, if
there isn’t a crop to sell or we have to stock pastures at 50% of
normal, then there isn’t as much income for the tenant to divvy back
to the landlord. The old saying of regardless of how good the
markets are 100% of “0” is still “0”, meaning we have to raise
something to be able to capitalize on a strong crop price.
https://agmanager.info/farm-management/land-rental-
rates/2023-kansas-county-level-cash-rental-rates-non-irrigated-
cropland

What’s it worth to swath?Or bale, or harvest, or plant, etc, etc. As equipment gets bigger and
more specialized, it takes more acres to justify the expense. Custom operations are gaining
momentum. 
https://www.agmanager.info/machinery/papers/custom-rates-survey
This database of all things that can and do happen on the farm is broken down into regions to
get a quick look at what the ‘going rate’ is.
I have posted links to the AgManager.info website before, but with volatile markets, high inputs,
and even higher equipment and repair costs, the budgets and spreadsheets that are kept within
have even more importance. Happy Holidays and may your trip to the accountant merry and
bright.

https://agmanager.info/farm-management/land-rental-rates/forms
https://agmanager.info/farm-management/land-rental-rates/2023-kansas-county-level-cash-rental-rates-non-irrigated-cropland
https://www.agmanager.info/machinery/papers/custom-rates-survey
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National Handwashing Awareness Week
Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have been washing
our hands more than ever. This time of year is another reminder of
why it is so important to wash our hands. That’s because Dec. 4-10,
2022 has been designated National Handwashing Awareness Week.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
handwashing is one of the best ways to prevent the spread of germs
as well as stop respiratory and diarrheal infections. Germs can
spread when you:
·Touch your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands.
·Prepare or consume food and drinks with unwashed hands.
·Touch contaminated surfaces or objects.
·Blow your nose, cough or sneeze into your hands then touch other
people’s hands or belongings.
It’s recommended that when you wash your hands use soap and
clean running water for at least 20 seconds. Work up a good lather
and clean the back of the hands, between the fingers and under the
nails. Dry your hands using a clean towel. When soap and running
water are not available, using a hand sanitizer, with at least 60
percent of alcohol, can also help to reduce illness and the spread of
germs.

How to Incorporate the 4 Gift Rule for Christmas
As Thanksgiving comes to a close and the holiday season draws closer, it’s easy to skip over the
gratitude and move onto the presents. However, the holiday season really is the perfect time to
reflect and remember how grateful we are for all that we do have. This year, why not simplify

Christmas by creating the Four Gift Rule in your house?
What is the Four Gift Rule?

The Four Gift Rule is very simple. Instead of spending a lot of money on gifts or trying to buy a
bunch of presents to fill up space under the tree, we limit it to four things. Each item belongs to

a category, to help make shopping easier.
Why you should try the four gift rule

There are many benefits to doing the Four Gift Rule over just buying as many gifts as you want.
Here are just some of those benefits: 

Instead of focusing on presents, we can shift our focus toward the REAL meaning of Christmas,
less shopping means more time with your loved ones, you can save money, your gifts will mean so

much more and Christmas stops being stressful and complicated
By eliminating all of the excesses that Christmas can bring, you go back to the roots. Christmas
stops being stressful or complicated and starts to be more enjoyable. You begin to enjoy the

little parts of Christmas like decorating the tree or watching movies, instead of trying to sneak
presents behind your kid’s back, so they don’t notice.
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Join Our Team!
The district currently has 2 open positions we are looking to fill 
immediately.  We are accepting applications for a full-time Office 
Professional and a part-time (1200hrs/year) 4-H Program Assistant.  
Both positions will be housed out of our Rush County office located in 
LaCrosse.  For more information please go to: 
www.walnutcreek.ksu.edu or feel free to email lnote@ksu.edu

Look for a healthy, green tree with the least amount of brown.
Pick a tree displayed in a shady location, not one that has been 
sitting in the sun!
The needles should feel pliable and not fall off. 
Raise the tree a few inches, then drop. Very few green needles 
should fall off.

Picking Out the Right Christmas Tree
If you buy your tree from a garden store or roadside lot, it's likely 
that it came from out-of-state and has been exposed to drying 
winds in transit - meaning, its going to have a much shorter shelf 
life than one that you've chopped down yourself. Either way, it is 
good to know how to choose the freshest possible Christmas 
tree.

Lacey Noterman

District Director
Agronomy/Horticulture 

lnote@ksu.edu
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Poinsettias
Poinsettias are a comforting symbol of the holidays.  Did you know with proper care, this plant
can last through the holidays and beyond?
Poinsettias should be kept in a spot with temperatures around 60-75 degrees F. Temperatures
above 75 will shorten the life of the blooms and below 60 may cause root rot.
Place your poinsettia in a sunny window or the brightest areas of your room.  Do not place in
drafty windows.  
Avoid over-watering poinsettais because they do not like 'wet feet' but be sure to water enough
because this plant will wilt and drop leaves.

Kansas Forest Service Tree Sales
The Kansas Forest Service offers low-cost tree and shrub seedlings for use in conservation
plantings.  Plants are one to two years old and sizes vary from 8 to 18 inches.  Two types of
seedlings are offered; bareroot and containerized.  Orders are accepted from now through May
1st.  Orders are shipped beginning in mid-March.  
All items are sold in units.  Each single species unit consists of 25 plants.  Tree planting
accessories are also available including marking flags, root protective slurry, rabbit protective
tubes, weed barrier fabric and tree tubes.  
For more information and an order form, check out http://ksfs.mybigcommerce.com/ or stop by
your local Extension office.

http://www.walnutcreek.ksu.edu/
mailto:lnote@ksu.edu



