
County Fair Dates

4-H Member Entry Packets are ready in all three
offices. Stop by and pick up yours as soon as
possible!
Lane and Ness County Entries Due July 6th
Rush County Entries Due July 15th

Newsletter
JULY 2026

County Fair

Entry Due Dates

Horse Shows
July 11 Lane County 8:00am

July 14 Rush County 8:00am

July 20 Ness County 7:00pmLane County Fair July 15-18
July 13 - Clothing Judging
Ness County Fair July 21-25
July 20 - Clothing & Photography
Rush County Fair July 29-
August 1
July 27 - Foods, Photography &
Clothing

Check out all the fair info at:
https://www.walnutcreek.k-state.edu/4-h/county_fair-info.html

Kansas 4-H Projects at:    https://kansas4h.org/projects/
Kansas State Fair Rules at 

https://kansas4h.org/educational-experiences/fair-resources/kansas-state-fair/

https://www.walnutcreek.k-state.edu/4-h/county_fair-info.html
https://kansas4h.org/projects/
https://kansas4h.org/educational-experiences/fair-resources/kansas-state-fair/


These are kids.
This is a County Fair
Superintendents are
Volunteers
Judges are human.
Your child is NOT showing at
the National Western
Livestock Show today

Thou shalt not feed, train
and care for the animals,
for thou art trying to teach
the child responsibility.
Thou shalt forgive a child
for making a mistake in the
show arena.
Thou shalt teach the child
that winning a blue ribbon
is a desirable goal, but
making friends along the
way is a more worthy goal.
Thou shalt remember that
the livestock project is a
family project that shall be
enjoyed and supported by
the entire family.
Thou shalt have FUN, it’s Fair
WEEK!

Fair Respect and Manners
Please Remember

4-H Parents

4-H is about more than
the ribbons and awards,

it’s about the PEOPLE,
the EXPERIENCES, the
LIFE-LONG SKILLS, the

MEMORIES. The County
Fair it’s about being a
ROLE MODEL, GIVING

BACK, and 
Making the Best

Better!



4-H Photography

Reminder:
DO NOT WRITE ON the

back of the photo.
Photo Boards 

and Photo Bags are 
available at each of the

offices.
Boards $1.50

Bags $0.25



4-H Clothing

Fashion Revue Tips:
Be familiar with your scorecards.
How does your outfit fit into your
wardrobe?
Accessories should be used to
complete the look.
Good posture is IMPORTANT.
Check your personal grooming (hair
and nails).
Practice your modeling skills. Ask a
senior for help.
Know your fabric content and care of
your outfit.
Walk naturally, show pockets, turn
slowly.  You can carry a prop.
Don’t look at the floor



4-H Showmanship &
Herdsmanship

Showmanship Tips:
During your walking exercises, it’s a good idea

to practice for the show ring. Use a parent,

sibling or friend as the judge.

Show every angle of your animal. Judges want a

showman that will move freely.

Position your body so your animal is between

you and the judge.

Keep your animal moving at a good pace.

Help the showman in front of you if their animal

stalls out.

Give the Judge and the other showman space.  

The first showman in line sets the pace, and the

line up.

Wash your animals and have them looking their

BEST!

Have the correct equipment - show stick,

brush, scotch comb, show rag.

Wear jeans, closed toed shoes, and a

shirt/blouse that is appropriate for the 4-H

Dress Code.

Pay Attention to the Judge from the first step

into the arena to the last step.

SMILE, act like you enjoy being in the show ring.

Show intensity and stay focused

Shake the hand of the Judge and thank them

for being here.

Herdsmanship Tips:
Maintain water and feed pans so that

your stall is clean.

Routinely clear manure from pens and

alleys. Keep it clean for the

community.

Provide fresh bedding when needed.

Neatly store all grooming and show

equipment out of public walkways.

Make sure electrical cords are

secured for safety.

Make sure your stall cards are filled in

completely and hanging above your

livestock at all times, so the show

management team can identify and

public can identify ownership of

livestock.

Courtesy, Cooperation, and good

attitudes in the barns are

appreciated.

Be ready to share your 4-H story with

the public.

Some Decorations and Flair might be

nice to help your area look FAIR

FESTIVE.

Rush County Judging will take place

each day between 9am and 7:00pm.

Coupons will be awarded to daily

winners and $100 awarded for the

best club of the week.



4-H Invitations &
Thank Yous
Invitations and Asking

Supporters to come to the
Fair:

Share the dates, times and location of
events and activities
Share your 4-H Story with the businesses
and individuals in your community.
Increase awareness of the 4-H Program
and how the community can support the
local 4-H Program.
Get more people to attend the fair, the
shows and the sales.
Help the shows and sales be successful
for EVERYONE!
Ask businesses that your family does
business with.
Be respectful, and remember you
representing yourself, your club, our
county 4-H Program and Kansas 4-H.
Flyers and Schedules are available at
each office to share with businesses and
individuals. It’s okay to add a plate of
cookies or your foods practice items to
help entice buyers.
Dress nicely, with a 4-H t-shirt. 
Shake their hand, Introduce yourself,
thank them for their time.
Be sure you don’t have gum in your
mouth.

Thank You’s:
Each 4-H member will need to write a
Thank you to each business or
individual that supported awards and
premiums.  
Thank you cards for Lane and Ness
are due by August 15 . Rush County
due by September 30th.

th

Sometimes a Shout Out on social
media can share in the awesomeness
of the business or individual.
Start with a strong salutation to the
correct person/business and spelled
correctly (ex: Dear Auntie, Dear Rush
Co Farm Bureau Association)
Thank them specifically for exactly
what they gave you (Thank you for
taking time out of your day to support
me at the Ness Co Fair.
Show your gratitude (I love the duffle
bag, it will come in handy this school
year.)
Tell them what you will use the money
for.
Close with a forward-looking message,
please consider attending the 4-H
Banquet this fall.
End your note with a sign-off that
feels appropriate.( personal ~Love,
more formal~ Thanks Again, Sincerely
Share a picture, beef sticks, small
project trinket, a baked good etc. and
deliver in a timely manner.
Turn thank you cards into the office
for verification.



Clover buds are 4-H members that are 5 and 6 years of age.  Clover buds get to participate but are
not involved in the competitive part of 4-H.  They are able to bring any 6 entries to the fair,
(example: 2 Crafts, 1 Lego, 1 food, a photograph and an all about me poster OR any other
combination of 6 entries). Clover buds cannot show livestock in 4-H, however they can in open
class.  Clover buds will participate in consultation judging with a 4-H Teen leader. 



County Fair is a great
learning experience, if you

have any questions, you are
unsure, confused or just

need ideas 
call Robyn, she wants to

HELP!!
Robyn 785-798-5020



Did you know Cool Careers Contest is open to

all youth ages 10-18?  New this year are cash

prizes, an awards ceremony at the Kansas State

Fair and the opportunity for non-4-H youth to

participate too.  Work as a team or an individual

and find out about careers in Kansas that

interest you.  This is a unique contest that has

BIG rewards.

Go to https://www.kansas4-h.org 

for more information.
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